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Presidents Message  
 

President’s Message 
As we approach the Thanksgiving Holiday, it is interesting to look back and 

note all of the accomplishments that Engineers have made 
in such disciplines as Agricultural, Mechanical and 

Biological engineering to make this time of the year so 
special.  These accomplishments leave us more time for 

further scientific/design work, leisure activities, and friends 
and family that we so often think about on this day of 

thanks. Consider the menu of a typical Thanksgiving meal 
and the historic landmarks associated with them as 

depicted in this article by the American Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers (ASABE) in 2007: 

The guests arrive and the host pops open a bottle of wine, beer, or apple 
cider. The kids are offered milk from cows housed in pole frame buildings 
or orange juice grown from Rain Bird sprinkler-irrigated or frost-protected 
citrus. During the football game, sporting enthusiasts may munch on some 
nuts. In the orchards where the nuts are grown, eroded sediment is filtered 
from the runoff in vegetated waterways predicted by the Universal Soil 
Loss Equation. 

When the winning touchdown is scored, everyone sits down to dinner and 
marvels at the glorious corn-fed turkey on the table. Not only was corn 
dried in a grain aerator fed to that lovely turkey, but the corn was also used 
in making the mouthwatering cornbread. As the turkey is being carved, 
folks pass around side dishes like cranberry sauce safely canned using the 
FMC sterilizer, peas harvested by the Hume-Love cutterbar and reel, and 
stuffing made from wheat harvested by machinery such as the McCormick 
reaper, Holt Brothers combine, and the Berry combine. Also on the table 
are sweet potatoes planted in fields shaped by the John Deere plow, and 
potatoes planted in fields drained with clay tile drains and watered via 
center pivot irrigation. Of course, we can't forget the salad made of UC-
Blackwelder-harvested tomatoes, polyethylene greenhouse-grown lettuce 
and carrots, and other field-grown vegetables fertilized by agricultural 
aviation and planted in laser leveled fields. 
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As we wipe the last drips of dinner off our chins, thanks to cotton napkins 
processed with a cotton gin, we clear the table for dessert. Mom cuts into 
the pumpkin pie, and we can again give thanks for the sterilized can of 
pumpkin filling, the non-erosively grown pecans in the topping, the safely 
harvested wheat in the crust, and the whipped cream from the safely 
housed dairy heifers. What a meal! 

Thanks to all that each of you does to make this world a better place.  I 
hope you and your families have a very Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Thanks, 

 
Michael J. Davis, PE 
FES Central Florida Chapter President 
mjdavis@pbsj.com 
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Chapter Meetings  
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Other News, Meetings and Happening’s  
 

 
 
The Panama Canal was one of the world’s greatest engineering challenges – and it 
was the ingenuity of American Engineers that finally made it a reality.  The 
Panama Canal Museum in St. Petersburg has a wonderful tool that can be 
transferred from school to school for teachers to use to teach students about the 
Panama Canal.  It is a wonderful way to create interest in engineering along with 
history, geography and biology.   FES is raising money to purchase a “Museum in 
a Trunk” for each of the three local counties, Orange, Osceola and Seminole.  To 
see details of the trunk, go to http://panamacanalmuseum.org/.  Please consider 
donating as a firm or an individual; $50 or $100 would be great.  To donate, please 
contact Tonya S. Mellen, P.E. at Mellen@pbworld.com.  
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Chapter Committee News  
 

�

�

 
Community Services Committee 
 
The committee would like to thank all of those participants in the October 14th 
Bowling Event at Bowl America in Winter Park to benefit the FES Chapter’s 
Engineering Scholarships.  We had a great turnout with 14 teams with 5 people 
on each team.  The teams participating were: 
PB Americas (PB), PBS&J, S2Li, Dave Schmitt Engineering (DSE), Wilbur 
Smith & Associates (WSA), Reynolds Smith & Hill (RS&H), Glenn Forrest 
Engineering (GFE), Team Mario, Nodarse & Associates (N&A), Miller-Legg 
(ML), 3E Consultants (3E), AVCON1, AVCON2, and Parsons Transportation 
Group (PTG) 
 
We awarded prizes for the following: 

Top teams (2 game combined score) 
1. Team Mario – 1467 
2. PBS&J – 1356 
3. S2Li – 1341 

Top Male Individual Game 
1. Orcino (3E) – 179 
2. Glenn (GFE) – 177 
3. Elias (N&A) - 176 

Top Male Series (2 games) 
1. Iman (Mario) - 345 
2. Bob (S2Li) - 341 
3. Alex (Mario) - 334 

Top Female Individual Game 
1. Darla (DSE) - 137 
2. Niki  (RS&H) – 133 
3. Jennifer (PTG) - 127 

Top Female Series (2 games) 
1. Carolyn (ML) – 285 
2. V. Stanford (PB) – 270 
3. Liz (RS&H) - 259 

 
Thanks again to everyone who participated! 
 
 

 
 
 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

Central Florida K-12 Committee 
 
Each year, the K-12 Committee conducts Planning, Engineering, and Science Fair 
at elementary schools to promote engineering to the students. Volunteers 
representing different engineering disciplines do demonstrations and interactive 
activities to give the kids a hands-on experience of what engineers do. The first 
fair of this school year will be held at Timber Lake Elementary School on 
November 6th, and others will follow every month or so. Also, Seminole, Orange, 
and Osceola Counties will be having their annual Teach-Ins on November 17th, 
18th, and 19th, respectively. Many K-12 Volunteers will be visiting classrooms on 
this career day to speak about engineering to students from all grades. If you are 
interested in participating in either of these programs or just want to get involved 
in the K-12 Committee, please contact Nick Benedico, 407-896-5851, 
nbenedico@wilbursmith.com or Mike Davis, 407-806-4401, mjdavis@pbsj.com. 
 

 

                                                                                                      
Project Create Committee                                      
 
Project CREATE Kicks Off Another Year 
 
As the new school year starts again, so does Project CREATE. This long-time 
program developed by FES’ Central Florida Chapter, is intended to generate 
interest in engineering among elementary school children by assigning them a 
challenge problem from which to build an engineering project. This year’s 
challenge has a space theme and involves three alternative projects. Participating 
classes will choose one and work on it for the next five months. Their creations 
will be displayed at the Project CREATE Expo, which has been scheduled for 
Friday, February 19th, during Engineers Week. It will once again be held at 
Amway Arena and coincide with the date of Magic’s home game against the 
Dallas Mavericks. Students will be recognized on the court at halftime and will 
have the opportunity to high-five the players as they come out of the locker room 
for their pregame warm-up. “We’re thankful to FES for sponsoring such a 
wonderful program!” said Woodlands Elementary School teacher, Cheryl Looney.  
 
“We’re excited about this year’s challenge and are looking forward to working on  
 

 

 



 
it with the committee volunteers throughout the year.”  If anyone is interested in  
joining the Project CREATE committee or would like more information, please 
contact Nick Benedico at NBenedico@WilburSmith.com . 
 

 
 

MATHCOUNTS Committee                                               
 
 
The Central Florida MATHCOUNTS Committee will be gearing up for the 2009-
2010 competition.  The grassroots middle school program includes schools from 
five Central Florida counties and is the largest competition in the state.  If 
interested in serving on the committee, please contact one of the two co-chairs, 
Kok Wan Mah ( kmah@glatting.com ) or Leslie Turner (turnerla@cdm.com ).  
Leslie is also serving as one of the two State Coordinators this year. 
 
 

 
 
 
                                        CALL FOR DRAINAGE/STORMWATER  
                                         RELATED WEBINAR TOPICS AND SPEAKERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Professional  
 
 
Typically 15 to 30 days is the amount of lead time to promote webinars. The PDC 
Staff would work with the speaker to get information on the program objectives to 
promote it to the membership.  Staff will also take care of all the logistics and 
provide the speaker and attendees a website for the visual portion and a call-in 
number for the verbal. 
 
If interested, please contact Michael Galura at mgalura@peconline.com, Dee 
Kring at dkring@fleng.org or Gale Field at gfield@fleng.org. 

�

�

The Professional Development Committee (PDC) is 
calling for drainage/stormwater topics and speakers for 
future FES-sponsored webinars.  These webinar topics 
would be approximately 1-hour long and will credit those 
attending a technical webinar broadcast with PDH’s 
towards meeting the P.E. Continuing Education 
requirements.   



Florida Engineering Society News  
For more information on any of the events listed below or to register online visit 

www.fleng.org/conftrain.cfm. 
 

Membership News  
Membership applications, tools, and additional information is available at 
www.fleng.org/membertools.cfm  or contact the Member Services Department at 850-
224-7121 
 
Seeking Employment?  
If you are seeking employment or know of a FES member  who is, the new ‘Job Seekers’ 
section in the FES  Enginews and the FICE Update will provide statewide exposure to 
thousands of engineers. Send resumes to Anne Wilson, (awilson@fleng.org), to help 
maximize your potential in the job market. 
 
Stay Informed. Stay Connected. 
NSPE has three new blogs at www.community.nspe.org/blogs. You can sign up to 
receive an e-mail notification whenever a new post is made by entering your e-mail 
address under "Email Notifications," which you'll find on the left-hand side of any blog 
post.  

•  PE Licensing Blog: written by Craig Musselman, P.E., F.NSPE 
•  Sustainability in Engineering Blog: written by Brad Aldrich, P.E., F.NSPE 
•  Young Engineers Blog: written by Austin Lin, the Young Engineers Advisory Council 
Representative to   the NSPE PEI Executive Board 

 
You can also check out NSPE on... 
 

   

  
 
 
FES Membership Renewal 2009-2010 
2009-2010 FES membership renewals were mailed September 1st and are due October 
1st to FES.  
Membership dues can be paid via credit card, check, money order, or online.  
Renew on-line at www.fleng.org !  
Simply log in to the ‘Customer Log In’ section of the FES web page (right side of page).   
Your ‘Customer Number’ is your FES Number (located on your dues statement)  
and ‘Password’ is your last name. If you have any questions regarding your dues,  
please contact the Member Services Department at 850-224-7121.  

 
Forward the new online FES Membership application t o a friend or 

colleague today: �����������	�
�����	
������������  
 

 

 



Society News and Events  

For more information on any of the events listed below or to register online visit 
www.fleng.org/conftrain.cfm. 

 
2010 PE Legislative Days 
February 16-17, 2010 | Tallahassee, FL 
Hosted by the Florida Engineering Society and the Florida Institute Consulting Engineers 
As a member of FES/FICE and a participant in our grassroots political program, 
communication with your Senator and Representative will directly complement the work of 
your professional FES/FICE lobbyist at the Capitol.  This year’s key issues include:  
Limitation of Liability, CCNA and Scope Creep of other Professions. 
 
Team Leaders needed for Legislative Visits 
We will be grouping appointments into FES Regions. Each group will consist of 5 
engineers who will visit several Legislators in their region. This group setting will give new 
comers a chance to “learn the ropes” while seasoned citizen lobbyists will have the 
chance to mentor. Please consider being a mentor, as we still need volunteers.  Just 
check the team/group leader box on your registration.   
 
For more information visit www.fleng.org/legaff.cfm.  
Questions? Contact Samantha Hobbs at shobbs@fleng.org.  
 
2010 NSPE & FES Awards Program 
The FES Awards Committee is pleased to announce the 2010 Call for Nomination for the 
FES and NSPE Awards Programs. Each chapter has an awards program that recognizes 
individuals at the local level.  This is the first step to nomination at the state level.  Please 
check with your chapter president or awards representative for the chapter nomination 
process. The opportunity to be recognized by your peers is a wonderful honor for any 
member. The awards and deadlines are listed below.  
 
FES Awards  

·  Fellow membership – January 15, 2010 
·  Engineer of the Year – March 15, 2010 
·  Young Engineer of the Year – March 15, 2010 
·  Award for Outstanding Technical Achievement – March 15, 2010 
·  Award for Outstanding Service to the Engineering Profession – March 15, 2010 

 
NSPE Awards: 

·  NSPE Mentor of the Year – January 15, 2010 to FES Headquarters 
This award is given each year to the one member of NSPE who best exemplifies the ideal 
image of a mentor.  The award may be given to an individual who has established a 
record of consistent outreach toward individuals in the engineering field, including 
engineering professionals and students, over a number of years.  This award can also be 
received by an individual who has contributed to support or development of mentoring 
programs within their company or in the engineering community.  The ideal candidate 
should have a record of achievement in offering guidance to and fostering development 
among engineering professionals.   
 
Applications are available on-line at www.fleng.org/awards.cfm. 
Questions?  Contact Kate Ray, Director of Member Services at 850-224-7121 or 
kray@fleng.org 

 

2010 Governor’s New Product Award - Call for Entrie s 
Would you like for your company to win public acclaim and prime billing for your Florida-
developed product, machine, process or material? Enter your innovation into the annual 



Governor’s New Product Award competition, which recognizes the full spectrum of 
benefits that come from the research and engineering of new products in our state. 
 
If your innovation was introduced to the market between September 1, 2005 and 
September 1, 2008, and is a new product, machine, process or material developed totally 
or in part in Florida, you may enter it into the 2010 Governor’s New Product Award 
competition. Entries are judged on sales and economic impact, innovative use of 
engineering principles, and improved function.  
 
Entries are due by November 20, 2009 . The Governor’s New Product Awards will be 
presented in Tallahassee on February 16, 2010, in conjunction with Professional 
Engineer’s Legislative Days sponsored by FES and FICE.  
 
For more information on the 2010 Governor’s New Product Award competition, visit 
www.fleng.org or contact Kate Ray, Director of Member Services, at 850-224-7121 or 
kray@fleng.org.   
 

 

Continuing Education  
For more information on any of the events listed below or to register online visit 

www.fleng.org/conftrain.cfm. 

 
FES Continuing Education Updates  
Technical -  FES continually adds to its list of technical course offerings in all formats: 
live, DVD, downloads, and now webinars. Webinars are presented live and accessed on 
your own computer and phone line. 
Laws and Rules –  Our FBPE-approved Laws and Rules course #0000006 will be 
available in DVD and online download format this December. 
PDH Recording – During the 2009-2011 renewal period FES will record all PDHs earned 
at all FES seminars. 
 
Engineering Sustainability: How to be a Champion: Rescheduled to December 
8, 2009!  
Same Great Program, Different Date.  
Embassy Suites Fort Lauderdale – 4 PDHs 
Course Description: FES is pleased to offer a one-day seminar that teaches how 
engineers are designing a Sustainable Florida. Topics include: Greenhouse Gas 
Accounting, Energy savings through Optinet and Utilivisor, Energy Modeling and Energy 
Star, Building Commissioning, Lighting Energy Savings with LEDs, Green Building 
Operation & Maintenance LEED Certification and Energy Reduction Tax Advantages 
Who should attend: Engineers, designers and technicians interested in green 
engineering and those looking to refresh their knowledge.  
 
The Real Leadership Challenge –  
Getting and Maintaining Peak Performance & Winning at Sales 
December 3, 2009 | 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm. (EST) 
In this webinar, you will consider whether you and your team are realizing your potential, 
and learn simple and powerful ways to take your leadership to the next level. Learn The 
Formula for Success – a simple seven step process to reach all of your business and 
personal goals, and how to learn more effectively and teach others for maximum 
retention. Learn to create a sales attitude, understand the buying/selling process, and 
lead your organization to focus on results. 
 
Lunch & Learn Webinar:  Excelling as an Expert Witn ess   
Tips and Strategies from a Technical Perspective 
November 19, 2009 | Time:  12:00 pm – 1:30 pm (EST) 
Engineers, scientists and other technical personnel who may be called to testify as either 



a fact or expert witness should plan to attend. 
The vast majority of expert testimony in civil cases is provided by means of deposition.  
Unfortunately, few witnesses receive adequate, formal training or individual briefings prior 
to testimony, in how to communicate opinions effectively at deposition and later, trial.  
This webinar is intended to assist engineers and scientists with a basic understanding of 
the legal process from an engineer’s perspective, and provide proven tips and checklists 
regarding evidence, qualifications, file management, coordination with counsel and other 
key areas, and which can be used in preparation for testimony. 
 
ONLINE:  The Essential Elements of Building Green in Hot, Hu mid Climates 
3 PDHs of Technical Engineering Credit 
Professional Engineers working in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi 
design and build for a unique climate that directly affects the sustainability of buildings. 
The Essential Elements of Building Green in Hot, Humid Climates takes a groundbreaking 
look at green building design. 
Course Format:  You will be given links to the 4 sections of the Elements of Building 
Green course to download. You may review the materials prior to taking the test and/or 
use the materials as you answer the questions.   
 
Free! NSPE Web Seminars  
NSPE is offering a series of complementary web seminars to all members. Information 
about the first two free seminars is below.  A complete listing of NSPE web seminars is 
available at http://www.nspe.org/Education/WebSeminars/online_seminars.html.   
 
Qualifications-Based Selection: Under Attack   
Dan Tanksley, JD, P.E.; Christopher Stone, P.E., F.NSPE; William Fendley, P.E., 

F.NSPE 
November 4, 12:30-1:30 p.m. (E.S.T.) 
 
Have you ever wondered what qualifications-based selection was really all about? Our 
panel of experts will explain QBS without the jargon, discuss its value to you and your 
clients, and tell you about how QBS is being threatened right now by legislative and 
regulatory actions at the state and federal levels and how you can help. 
 
Social Media Smarts: Into to the Social Web, Tools,  and NSPE's Social Networking 
Strategy  
Stacey Ober 
December 8, 12:30-1:30 p.m. (E.S.T.) 
The use of social media tools and social networking has grown exponentially in the past 
few years. No longer just a home for teens and twenty-somethings, social media sites 
have witnessed unbelievable growth from organizations and individuals using them to 
network and effectively engage in two-way communication with their stakeholders. In this 
Web seminar, you will learn about the meteoric rise of social networking, the intricacies of 
the different social media tools available, and the tips and tricks NSPE employs in its own 
social networking strategy. 
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Calendar of Events   
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�

 

For additional information about the events listed below, contact the 
chapter officers or FES Headquarters at 850-224-712 1 

 

November 2009 

5 - 7   FELI Class of 2010, Session I Grand Hyatt, Tampa 

19   Lunch & Learn Webinar: Excelling as an Expert Witness – Tips and 

Strategies from a  Technical Perspective 

 

December 2009 

8   NSPE Web Seminar (Free to members), 12:30 - 1:30 pm EST, Social 

Media Smarts: An  Introduction to the Social Web, Tools, and NSPE's Social 

Networking Strategy. More info @  www.nspe.org 

Employment Advertisement  
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Contact:  
Paul Barcia, Jr., P.E. 

 
3452 Lake Lynda Drive  
Suite 350, Cragg Building �
Orlando, Florida 32817  
Tel:  (407) 384-4412 
Mobile: (407) 256-3517  
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  FLORIDA ENGINEERING SOCIETY  

 CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER  
 2009-2010 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
   
OFFICERS   Telephone Fax   E-Mail  
     
President Mike Davis 407-806-4401  mjdavis@pbsj.com 
Past President Jay Nagle 407-740-6110 407-539-0420 jnagle@nodarse.com 
Vice President Mandee Brandt 407-971-8850 407-971-8955 mbrandt@inwoodinc.com 
Treasurer Jay Casper 407-740-6110 407-740-6112 jayc@nodarse.com 
Secretary Kok Wan Mah 407-843-6552 407-839-1789 kmah@glatting.com 
     

State Director Gail Washington 407-839-4300  gwashington@wbq.com 
     

  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 

     
Ace Award Mike Galura 407-422-8062 407-849-9402  mgalura@peconline.com  
Awards Jay Casper 407-704-6110 407-704-6112 jayc@nodarse.com 
Community Service (co-chair) Bruce Woloshin 407-843-1311 407-843-1317 bhwoloshin@terracon.com 
Community Service (co-chair) Ryan Blaida   rblaida@gmail.com 
Golf Tournament Jeffrey O’Connor 407-826-5150 407-826-5155 joconnor@collinsengr.com 
Golf Tournament Tony Melton 407-  TMelton@.com 
K-12 Committee Mike Davis 407-806-4401  mjdavis@pbsj.com 
Legislative & Govt. Affairs (co-chair) Leila Nodarse 407-740-6110 407-740-6112 leila@nodarse.com 
Legislative & Govt. Affairs (co-chair) Carlos Gittens 407-514-1437 407-514-1499 carlos.gittens@jacobs.com 
MATHCOUNTS (co-chair) Kok Wan Mah 407-843-6552 407-839-1789  kmah@glatting.com 
MATHCOUNTS (co-chair) Leslie Turner 407-660-6351 407-875-1161 TurnerLA@cdm.com 
Membership (co-chair) Brian Kirwan  407-896-0594  bkirwan@drmp.com 
Membership (co-chair) 
Newsletter 

Jay Nagle 
Bo Sanchez 

407-740-6110 
407-264-3692 

407-539-0420 
407-822-6663 

jnagle@nodarse.com 
James.Sanchez@dot.state.fl.us 

Programs Rick Acree 407-740-6110 407-740-6112 ricka@nodarse.com 
Project CREATE Nick Benedico 407-896-5851 407-896-9165 nbenedico@wilbursmith.com 
Scholarship (co-chair) Mike Galura 407-422-8062 407-849-9402  mgalura@peconline.com  

Scholarship (co-chair) Mandee Brandt 407-971-8850 407-971-8955 mbrandt@inwoodinc.com 

Student Professional Development 
(chair) 

Mandee Brandt 407-971-8850 407-971-8955 mbrandt@inwoodinc.com 

Transportation Issues Jim Harrison 407-836-5313 407-836-8024 jim.harrison@ocfl.net 
UCF Student Chapter (VP) Cara Pirkey   cara.pirkey@knights.ucf.edu 
UCF Student Chapter (President) Grace Kernan   gracekernan@hotmail.com 

 


